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{ During yesterday's meeting of the TAC Research Committee, 

and also during talks at a luncheon the day before, I 
learned some important news about the attitudes of some of 
our competitors towards the ISC/DHSS. As you are all 
aware, a new report by the ISC, i.e. the Fourth Report, is 
in the making in preparation of a new Voluntary Agreement. 

Both the Government and the ISC are encouraged by the 
downward trend in lung cancer amongst smokers, in 
particular young smokers who started their smoking lives 
with the new generation products of lower tar yield. They 
are absolutely determined to ensure that this tendency 
continues. This is why they are pressing industry, 
represented by TAC, for jointly considered approaches. 

Everyone, including the ISC, accepts the fact that blindly 
continuing downward sales-weighted average tar (SWAT) is not 
only unimaginative but is not feasible commercially . 

The ISC scientists, in particular Frank Fairweather, who 
have analysed the biologic results of experiments on 
condensates derived from experimental cigarettes (the VdC 
experiments in Hamburg, the TRC experiments in Harrogate, 
the ITL experiments on NSM, the Gallaher and Rothmans 
experiments on Cytrel, etc), are strongly convinced that 
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there is a lot of mileage to cover in reducing the specific 
biologic activity of condensate (tar). Frank Fairweather 
always reminds us of some of the results where, at very high 
doses of certain condensates, no mouse skin activity could 
be detected. 

In addition, the question of "other noxa", in particular the 
ones relating to NO through the nitrosation nitrogen bases, 
are considered to be of importance. 

The third area is, of course, the question of where to "peg" 
the optimum nicotine yield in relation to condensate and 
"other noxa". 


Well, it seems to me after having received some private 
information that both BAT and Rothmans are going to go their 
own way with regard to discussions with the ISC and the 
DHSS. 


Prof. Froggatt has asked Imperial Tobacco for a private / 
meeting on exactly this subject and has indicated that he / 
wants to see thereafter one company after the other. The/ 
understanding is that all communications between the ISC and 
the individual company is treated as "commercial in 
confidence" with regard to the information exchanged but 
that the results of the discussions could be used in the 
fourth report and in any other ways. Bill Owen of Imperial 
indicated that they are not going to close the door , 
completely on "tar quality". / 


There is no doubt that this is our last chance to prepare a 
Philip Morris policy with respect to these issues, as we 
either have to talk to the ISC/DHSS before March 1986 or, 
alternatively, decline such talks. 
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We must be aware of the fact that even if we do not 
participate in any talks, the development is going to 
continue. In this context we must also bear in mind that 
Prof. Froggatt and a number of people from the DHSS are in 
the process of discussing with colleagues from other EEC 
countries notably Germany and France. It would not be 
surprising if the developments in the UK influenced 
attitudes in other Common Market countries. 


Would you please consider meeting with me in order to arrive 
at a rational Philip Morris attitude. 


By the way, Frank Fairweather and the new chief Medical 
Officer of the UK are frequently in the United States and I 
assume that they talk with their counterparts there on 
exactly the same subject. 


Kind regards. 



Distribution 

S.C. Darrah 
M. D. Horst 

A. Gembler 

B. B. Brooks 
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